Participation of Children in Play Before Setting Up of Toy Libraries

39%

61%

No

Yes

Extent to decrease in dropouts after setting up of toy library
29%
50%
18%
Not to all

3%

Very little

Somewhat

Very much so

Increase In Attendance After Intervention

29%
46%
11%

3%

11%
0-25%

0-25%

26-50%

75-100%

No increase

We felt more energized and encouraged once we received a feedback from an official who wrote to us
saying that, “Our children now love playing with toys, and it makes their school day even more fun. It
has also helped them settle down.” He told us that one of the parents also commented on the enthusiasm
of
their child to attend school now, “He loves school so much that he does not want to stay at home even if he is sick!”
We have created 36 Toy Libraries in schools spread across Delhi and Hyderabad.

Creation of Three Toy Libraries for 120 Children in Schools in Delhi/NCR
The Toy Bank was successfully able to create three Toy Libraries for school going children in three centres in Delhi/NCR.
The Toy Libraries were created for 120 children.
Sonia, Chief Academic Officer, told us that the children were super excited to receive the Toy Kits. She also appreciated
the fact how The Toy Bank gave out Toy Kits to suit skill sets of various age groups of the children. Continuing, she said,
“When the boxes were opened the little ones were literally sitting inside the boxes! It was so exciting to see them! The
toys targeted all the skill sets like cognitive skills, motor skills etc. which actually helps me in teaching as well”
Creation of Three Toy Libraries in Schools in Delhi
In partnership with Teach For India, we created three Toy Libraries in
collaboration with Teach For India impacting 292 children.

Richa Gupta, a Fellow with Teach for India, wrote to us 'A simple, yet powerful
idea which brought a lot of smiles. The kids learnt the value of gratitude and
sharing through this initiative. There were a variety of toys and none of the
kids felt left out.' She thanked The Toy Bank for creating the Toy Library in her
school.

Rural Connect
The Gender Neutral Educative Toy Libraries are sometimes created in community resource centres. In
Uttarakhand, we had created Toy Library in a Panchayat Ghar. In this process, a large number of 2758
children were impacted. In order to establish collaboration with the local governing body, The Toy Bank d e c i d
ed to set up toy libraries in the Panchayat Ghar with the local community which also happened to be a woman headed
Panchayat. The Panchayat Ghar is now open every day for children to play and learn with the toys. Once the children and
their families got to know about the newly installed toy library in the Panchayat Ghar, they were open to let their children
visit and play with the toys.
Currently, the youth in the village are voluntarily looking after the Toy Library that was set up. Since the Toy Library was a
success in this village, neighbouring villages and schools have also requested The Toy bank to set up Toy Libraries in their
respective villages. In this aspect, the Toy Library ends up becoming a community resource. The community members
become responsible for taking care of the Toy Library.
We have created 131 Toy Libraries in Rural Areas spread across Odisha, Bihar, Jharkhand, Lucknow etc.
Creation of 10 Toy Libraries in Kalahandi District, Odisha for 250 children
We created Toy Libraries in 10 Anganwadis in Kalahandi District in Odisha. Siddharth, who was
overlooking the project, told us that the children loved the toys and were very excited to receive
them.
Siddarth also told us that the team was extremely happy with the kind of toys that they received.
Most of them were educative toys which would help the children in their overall growth and
development.
The Toy Bank ensures that the Toy Kits given out to children are age-graded. In this
process, we make certain that we focus on toys and games that help in the growth
of children. We gave out educative toys like puzzles which will help increase their
concentration as well as their cognitive skills. Memory can also be enhanced with
the usage of increased indulgence in puzzles and board games. In fact, Fine Motor Skills which help in specialized hand
movements, handwriting etc. can be bettered by indulging in these kind of games.

Slum Connect
Toy Libraries are created across slum areas in cities like Delhi, Bangalore Mumbai by way of Mobile Toy
Libraries or establishment in day care centres. Children of construction workers are the major
beneficiaries under this program.
We have created 183 Toy Libraries across Delhi/NCR, Bangalore, Goa, Chennai, Noida, Kolkata etc.
12 Toy Libraries in for 405 children of Construction Workers in Day Care Centres and Shelter Homes in
Bangalore
Striving to uphold our vision and mission, we try and reach out to every underprivileged child to ensure
they get their Right to Play. We recently were able to successfully create Toy Libraries for children in six
Shelter Homes in Bangalore which are run for abused, runaway children, and rescued children etc. Along
with that we were also able to create six more Toy Libraries in Day Care Centres which are run mostly for
children of construction workers in Bangalore. The total number of children impacted was 405.

Children Engaging in indoor games/Activities
4%
14%
46%

1st Time

36%

2-4 times

5-7 times

Never

Majority respondents (86%) have shared that children indulge in indoor activities and play. In order to encourage indoor
activities, we include board games and building blocks with alphabets or numbers on it. This helps the children learn
alphabets/numbers while engaging in play within the schools /anganwadis/educational centres. These games also help
them enhance their concentration and learning skills.

Satisfaction on the toy received
7% 4%

89%

Somewhat

Very Little

Very Much

Apart from Indoor games, we ensure that children engage in outdoor games as well. Therefore we send across
badminton rackets, footballs, basketballs etc. to encourage children to become physically active. This helps in enhancing
their motor skills as well as helps them gain leadership skills.

Would you like to receive toys from us in the future ?
7%

89%

Maybe

Yes

Nearly 90% respondents have shared that there has been a considerable improvement in the learning skills of the
children once the Educative Toy Libraries were established. This again goes on to prove the absolute necessity for
children to indulge in play and games since it is not only for purposes of leisure but also proves to be an aid to education.
Play and games helps the children improve their concentration levels, motor skills which impacts their learning skills as
well.

STORIES OF
CHANGE
Creation of Toy Libraries in tribal and remote villages of Dewas District in Madhya Pradesh
Toy Distribution was done in 15 villages of Dewas District in Madhya Pradesh. Approximately 817 children
were benefitted from the villages. Kalam Talai is a village situated approximately 12 kilometers
interior of Bagli District of Madhya Pradesh. Surrounded by a forest, the children of the anganwadi in this village never
had the chance of playing with toys. Once they received toys, they started staying back and regularly visit the anganwadi
to play with the toys. One of the Anganwadi workers said, “It has been many years that kids in this village played with toys.
It is probably the first time that this generation of children finally has the access to something so basic.”
Another achievement was that an angawadi in Peepal Pati with strength of about 66 children started to witness regular
attendance from the children there. An Anganwadi worker in Rupali Pura said, “I think the toys are helping the kids develop
their thinking and creativity and toy distribution should definitely be continued”.
Toy Distribution to Differently-Abled Children
The Toy Bank sent toys to children with Autism, Down Syndrome, Learning Disability etc. to their centre. These toys will be
used as an aid in every individual class for each child. While sending toys to institutions working with mentally challenged
children, we ensure that we send them musical/light-and-sound toys and/or toys that help them with their sensory
integration.
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efforts of The Toy Bank, Subhashini Prabhaker, Program Manager wrote, “It was
their faces light up with excitement at the joy of receiving the special toy.”
Director wrote to The Toy Bank saying, “Rattling toys, musical toys, toys with
puzzles, balls, toys which cause sensory stimulation are all loving gifts to
intellectual disabilities who are otherwise deprived of going to a play school
siblings or peers. They are all from low socio-economic communities
with toys of this quality and variety.”
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Gender Barriers Using Toys in Pothia Village, Bihar
Toy Libraries in Pothia Village for the children of the
done in the month of June. About 2122 toys were
which would impact 1061 children in 28 centres.
toy libraries were created, we received a lot of
among which was one wherein a boy was playing

One of the main reasons we
create toy libraries is because in the course of time
we realized that when distributions
happen, the teachers or anganwadi workers
would give out 'separate' toys to boys and
girls. It was then that toy distribution was
discouraged and toy libraries were created to give
the children the freedom to come and play with any
of the toys/board games or sport equipment. As
an organisation, we believe that it is extremely
important to question the inherent bias and gender
stereotypes we are brought up with. It is with this
belief, that we only encourage creation of toy libraries that all the children work, play and share in this process.

